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- THE HIBERNIAN MENDICANT. 
RIUS., A TALE. 
[From the Effay on Irith Bulls; by Richard Lovell Edgeworth, and 
Frances Maria Edgeworth. ] 
mber 21, ; 
ERHAPS the reader may with to fee, as well as hear, the 
petitioner. At firft view, you might have taken him for a 
“om Spaniard: he was tall; and, if he had been a gentleman, you 


would have faid that there was an air of dignity in his figure. He 
feemed very old; yet he appeared more worn by forrow, than 
2 foul by time. Leaning on athick oaken flick, as he took off his hat 
to afk for alms,his white hair ftreamed in the wind. 

‘* Health and long life to you!” faid he. “ Give an old 

man fomething, to help to bury him.—He is paft his labour, and 
cannot trouble this world long any way.” 
r God He held his hat towards us, with nothing importunate in his 
manner; but, rather, with a look of confidence in us, mixed 
snd, with habitual refignation. His thanks were—** Heaven blefs 
you! Long life and fuccefs to you! to you and your’s; and 
may you never want a friend as I do.” 

The laft words were {poken low. He laid his hand on his 

heart, as he bowed to us, aud walked flowly away. We called 
, him back; and, on our queftionirg him farther, he gave the fo!» 
lowing account of himfelf— 
-_—_—~ ** I was bred and born—but no matter where fuch a one as I 
was bred and born; no more than where I] may die and be bu- 
ried. I, that have neither fon nor daughter, nor kin, nor friend, 
on the wide earth, to mourn over my grave, when I am laid in 
hearty it, as I foon muft—Well! when it pleafes God to take me, I 
fhall never be miffed out of this world, fo much as by a dog—* 
Vol. 39. 4G. Aud 
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And why fhould I? Having never, in my time, done good to 
any—but evil—which I have lived to repent me of, many’s the 
long day and night; and ever fhall while I have fenfe and rea. 
fon left. In my youthful days, God was too good to me! I had 
friends ; and a litte home of my ownto go to—a pretty [pot of 
land for a farm, as you could fee; with a fnug cabin, and every 
thing compleat: and all to be mine! for I was the only one my 
father and mother had; and, accordingly, was made much of— 
too much—for I grew headflrong upon it, and high, and thought 
nothing of any man, and little of any woman—but one. That 
one, I furely did think of; and well worth thinking of fhe was, 
Beauty, they fay, is all fancy ; but fhe was a girl every man 
might fancy . Never was one more fought after. She was then 
jult in her prime, and full of life and fpirits; but nothing light 
in her behaviour—-quite modefl—yet obliging. She was too 
good for me to be thinking of, no doubt; but “* faint heart never 
won fair lady!’ So, I made bold to {peak to Rofe—for that was 
her name; and, after a world of pains, I began to gain upon 
her good-liking, but couldn’t get her to fay more than that fhe 
never feen the man fhe could tancy fo well.—This was a great 
deal trom her: for fhe was coy, and proud-like, as fhe hada 
evod right to be; and, befides, being young, loved her little in- 
nocent pleafure, and could not eafy be brought to give up her 
fway.—No fault of her’s; but all very natural. Well! Lal. 
ways conlidered, fhe never would have held out fo long, nor 
have been fo itiff with me, had not it been for an old aunt Ho- 
nour of her’s—God reit her foul! one fhould not be talking ill 
ot the dead—but fhe was more out of my way than enough. 
Yet the cratur had no malice in her again{t me: only meaning 
her child’s gaod, as the called it; but miftock it, and thought to 
make Rofe happy by fome greater match than me; counting 
tor me, which fhe could not but fee fomething of, 
lasthnel. PS | e t} 


diunneis, that i 


» foldiers quartered in our town; and there was 


her tondne!s 
chi would foon be broke of. Now there was a 
party of Engliil 
a ferjeant among them that bad monev, anda pretty place, as they 
faid, in his own country. He courted Rote, and the aunt fa- 
Yhim. He aud I could never relifh one another at all. 
He was a handfome portly man, but very proud; and looked 
upon me as dirt under his feet, becaufe 1 was an Irishman ; and, 
at every word, would fay—" That’s an Irifh bull!” or, *“ Do 
1 hear Paddy’s browue 2?’’—at which his fellow foldiers, being 
Enetifh, would look greatly delighted. Now, all this I could 
have taken 1m good part from any but him, for I was not an ill- 
humoured fellow: but there was a fpite in him, I plainly faw, 
nfl me; and I could not, nor would not, take a word from him 
Rofe was by, who 
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Whilft all this was going on, her aunt Honour found, to.obje& 
againft me, that I was wild, and given to drink: both which 
charces were falfe and malicious, and I knew could come from 
none other than the ferjeant ; which enraged me the more againft 
him, for {peaking fo mean behind my back—Now I knew that 
though the ferjeant did not drink fpirits, he drank plenty of beer. 
Rofe took it, however, to heart; and talked very ferious upon it! 
obferving, the could never think to marry a man given to drink; 
and that the ferjeant was remarkable fober and ftaid, therefore, 
moft like, as her aunt Honour faid, to make a good hufband. The 
words went firaight to my heart, along with Rofe’s look.—I faid 
not a word, but went out ; refaleing,. before I flept, to take an 
oath againft [pirits of all forts, for Rofe’s fweet fake! 

That evening, | fell in with fome boys of the neighbours, who 
would have ha 1 me along with them: but I denied my felf, and 
them; and a!l I would tafte was one parting glafs, and then made 
my vow, in the prefence of the ay forfwearit 1g {pirits for 
two years. Then I went flraight to her houfe, totell her what 
I had done; not being fenfible that 1 was, that fame time, a little 
elevated with the parting glafs I had taken. The firft thing I 
noticed, on going into the room, was the man I leaft wifhed to 
fee there, and Jeaft looked for at this minute: he was in high 
talk with the aunt; and Rofe fitting on the other fide of him, no 
way flrange towards him, as I fancied—but that was only fancy, 
and the efieét of the liquor I had drunk, which made me fee 
things wrong. I went up and put my head betweenthem; afk- 
ing Rofe, did fhe know what I had been about ? 

**Yes~—-too well?” faid fhe drawing back from my breath.— 
And the aunt looked at her, and fhe at the aunt: and the ferjeant 
ftopped his nofe; faying, he had not been long enough in Ire 
land to love the fmell of whifey.—I oblerved, that was an une 
civiliremark, in the prefent company ; and added, that I had not 
taken adrop that night, but one glafs. At which he fneered ; 
and faid—that was a bull, and a blunder; but no wonder, as I 
was an Irifhman. I replied, in defence of myfelf and country. 
—We went on, from one {mart word to another; and fome of 
his foldier-men being of the company, he had the laugh againft 
me flill. I was vexed to fee Rofe bear fo well what I could not 
bear myfelf. The talk grew higher and higher; and, from talk- 
ing of blunders, and fuch trifles, we got, I cannot myfelf tell 
you how, on to great party matters, and politics, and religion, 
I was a catholic, and he a proteflant ; and there he had the thing 
fill againft me. The company feeing matters not agreeable, 
dropped off, till none were left, but the ferjeant, and the aunt, 
and Rofe, and myfeif. The aunt gave me a hint to part, but I 
would not take it: for I could not bear to go away wortted 
and borne down, as it were, by the Englifh faéi On ; and Role 
by, to judge, The aunt was called out by one, who wanted her 
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to goto a funeral next day: the Englifhman then let fal) fome. 
thing about our Irifh how], and favages ; which Rofe herfelf faid 
was uncivil, fhe being an Irifh woman—which he thinking only 
of making game on me, had forgot.—I knocked him down; tel. 
ling him, it was he that was the favage, to affront alady. As he 
got up, he faid that he’d have the law of me, if any law was to 
be had in Ireland. 

“* The law!” faid I, “ and you a foldier! 

“* Do you mean to call me coward?” faid he. ‘* This is 
what an Englifh foldier muft not bear.”” With that, he fnatches 
at his arms that were befide him; afking me, again, did I mean 
to call an Englifhman coward ? 

“ Tell me, firft,” faid I, ‘* did you mean to call us Irith 


““ That’s no anfwer to my queftion,” fays he, ‘‘ or only an 
Jrifh anfwer.” 

“It is not the worfe for that, may be!” fays I, very coolly 
—defpifing the man now—and jaft took up a knife, that was on 
the table, to cut off a button that was hanging at my knee. As 
I was opening of the knife, he afks me, was I going to {tab at 
him with my Irith knife; and direétly fixes his bayonet at me. 
On which, I feizes a mufket and bayonet one of his men had 
left; telling him, I knew the ufe of it as wel! as he orany Eng- 
Jifhman, and better, for that I fhould never have gone, as he did, 
to charge it againft an unarmed man. 

** You had your knife,” faid he, drawing back. 

** If I had, it was not thinking of -you,”’ faid I, throwing the 
knife away. “* See! I am armed like yourfelf, now; fight me 
hike a man, and a foldier, if you dare!”’ fays I. 

“ Fight me, if you dare!” fays he. Rofe calls to me to 
flop; but we were both out of ourfelves at the minute—We 
thruft at each other—He miffed me—I hit him. Rofe ran in 
between us, to get the mufket from my hand: it was loaded, 
and went off in the ftruggle ; and the ball lodged in her body 
—She fell! and what happened next I cannot tell; forthe fight 
left my eyes, and all fenfe forfook me, When] cameto myfelf, 
the houfe was full of people going to and fro; fome whifpering, 
fome crying; and, till the words reached my ears— Is fhe 
quite dead ?”’ I could not underftand where I was, or what had 
happened.—I wifhed to forget again but could not. The whole 
truth came upon me, and yet I could not fhed a tear! but juft 
pufhed my way through the croud into the inner room, and up 
to the fide of the bed. ‘There fhe Jay ftretched, almoft a corpfe 
—quite ftill!—her fweet eyes clofed; and no colour in her 
cheeks, that had the night before been fo rofy !—I took hold 
of one of ber hands, that hung down; and fhe then opens her 
eycs, and knew me direétly, and {miles upon me, and fays— 
** I: was no fault of your’s: take notice, all of you, it wan ay 
fault 
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fault of his, if I die; but that I won’t do, for his fake, if I can 
help it!’’—that was the word fhe fpoke. I thinking, from her 
{peaking fo ftrong, that fhe was not badly hurt, knelt down to 
whifper her that, if my breath did fmell of fpirits the laf night, 
it was the parting glafs I had taken before making the vow I had 
done againft drink, for her fake; and, that there was nothing I 
would not do for her, if it would pleafe God to {pare her to me, 
She juft preffled my hand, to fhew me the was fenfible. The 
prieft came in; and they forced our hands afunder, and carried 
me away out of the room.-—Prefently, there was a great cry ; 
and I knew all was over!” 

Here the old man’s voice failed, and he turned his face from 
us. When he had fomewhat recovered himfelf, to change the 
courfe of his thoughts, we afked, whether he were profecuted 
for his affault on the Englifh ferjeant, and what became of 
him ? 

““ Oh! todo him juftice, as one fhould do to every one,” 
faid the old man “* he behaved very handfome to me, when I 
was brought to trial; and told the whole truth—only blamed 
himfelf more than I would have done; and faid it was all his 
fault, for laughing at me, and my nation, more than a man could 
bear, fituated as | was. They acquitted me, through his means. 
We thook hands; and he hoped all would go right with me, he 
faid. But, nothing ever went right with me after! I took little 
note, ever after, of worldly matters: all belonging to me went 
to rack and ruin. The hand of God was upon me—I could 
not help inyfelf, nor fettle mind or body toany thing. I heard 
them fay, fometimes, I was a little touched in my head: how. 
ever that might be, I cannot fay. But, at the laft, I found it was 
as good for me to give all that was left to my friends, who were 
better able to manage, and more eager for it, than I; and, fan. 
cying a roving life would agree with me bett, I quit the place, 
taking nothing with me, but refolved to walk the world, and juft 
truft to the charity of good Chriftians, or die, as it fhould pleafe 
God. How I have lived fo long he only knows, and his will 
be done: but I fhould not be forry to be releafed, if that might 
be!” 
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Additional Inftance of the Sagacity and Utility of Dogs, 


To the PRINTER. 

Sir, 
N lately perufing a pamphlet, entitled, “‘ Marengo; or, The 
Campaign of Italy,” tranflated from the French, by Petit, 
the author, defcribing the paflage of the army of referve over 
the Alps, under the command of the Chief Conful, Bonaparte, 
in his defcription of Great St. Bernard, relates an a of 
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the fagacity, fidelity, and ufefulnefs of fome dogs kept at the 
monaftery there, which, if you apprehend as I do, may ferve as 
a proper fupplement to the accounts you gave usin your Enter. 
tainers of April 12th and 19th lait, I fhould be glad to fee it in. 
ferted in a future number. 

The author’s account, page fourteen, is as under. 





Your humble fervant, 


J. R. H. 
June ie 1802, 


** Upon the mountain Great St. Bernard, the cold is exceffive, 
even in the middle of fummer; notatree, or even a {mall 
fhrub is there to remind one of the empire of vegetation; no 
herb or green leaf offers a pleafing verdure ; birds never haunt 
thefe regions, or repofe inthem from wearinefs of flight. It has 
pleafed nature to leave this part wild and barren: a vaft extent 
of fnow on every fide yields amelancholy, and, if one may be 
allowed the expreflion, monotonous profpeét: rocks of agreyifh 
colour, great heaps of ice, an immenfe perfpeétive of moun. 
tains in achain, always white, and a frightul filence: from the 
contemplation of all which, the mind is never interrupted but by 
the fight of clouds, which at one time appear to precipitate them- 
felves at the foot of the mountain ; at another, to furround you 
entirely : fuch are the gloomy beauties which are to be feen in 
the face of nature by the travellers in thefe elevated points of 
our hemifphere. Who could believe that men have confented 
to affociate in thefe high mountain tops, and make it their prin- 
cipal occupation to fuccour the unfortunate, who are in danger 


of perifhing, and who often do perifh in thefe dangerous 


paffes ? 

** Upon the great Mount St. Bernard is a monaftery of Ber- 
nardins, which very much refembles a large inn : there are two 
other {mailer houfes at no great diftance, and which depend on, 
and belong to the convent. Whilftthefe folitary and good men 
have a fummer of three months, and only three hours of fine 
weather every day of this fleeting feafon, they efleem themfelves 
In fummer as well as in winter, many people perifh 


happy. 
At the time we crofled 


among thefe almofl inacceflible rocks. 
them, the chapel was filled with dead bodies, which the dogs 


had difcovered under the fnow. 

* With what emotions of pleafure did I carefs thefe dogs, fo 
vfeful to travellers | how can one fpeak of them without being 
moved with their ch ible inftinét ! notwithflanding the {car- 

be A 


* was not a French foldier who did nat 


city of our catables 

manifeft an eagernefs to give them fome bifcuit, fome bread, 

and even afhare of their meat. Morning and evening thele 

dogs go out on diicovery ; andil, in their wandering couries, 
the 
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the echo of fome unfortunate creature, ready to perifh, reaches 
their attentive. ears, they run towards. thofe who call out, exprefs 
their joy, and feem to bid the fufferer take courage till they have 

been to feek afliftance ; in faét, they haflen back to the convent, 

and, with an air of inquietude ‘and fadnefs, announce, in a very 
difcernable manner, what they have feen. In that cafe a {mall 
bafket is faftened round the dog’s neck, filled with food proper 
for reanimating life almoft exhaufted; and by following the 
humane meffenger, an unhappy creature is {natched from im- 
pending deftruétion.” 





SUPERSTITIOUS ANECDOTE. 





HISTORY of the affaffination of Guftavus III. of Swee 

den has juft been publifhed at Paris, by a Polifh officer, 
who calls himfelf an eye-witnefs of the fa&t. The following 
extraordinary and improbable anecdote is part of its contents: 

There lived at Stockholm, fome years fince, and perhaps ftill 
lives there, a Mademoifelle Arvidfon, famous as an znterprete/s 
of the fates. Chance had fo well upheld her reputation that 
perfor 1s came from all parts to confult her—the provinces, the 
city, and the court, had all the air, at leaft, of crediting her pre- 
tenfions. Guftavus himfelf wifhed to interrogate this fibyl. 
It was neither in his hand nor in the ftars, that fhe read his fate, 
but from the bottom of a coffee-cup that deflzny {poke to her.— 
Scarcely had {he been interrogated when fhe cried out, ‘* Ah, Sire! 
what a cruel end!”—‘* What is it?” faid the king, with a {mile 
fomewhat forced. ‘* No, Sire, I cannot venture to tell you.” 
The king, however, prefied her, with aflurances of his tranquil. 
lity and difregard for the obitacle, till the faid—** The firft pers 
fon whorn you fhall meet upon the North-bridge, in going from 
me, will one day be your affaffin!”’ 

Gultavus fhewed the utmoft calm and even gaiety for a mi- 
nute, but then left her impatiently,to meet the perfon fhe an- 
nounced—it was the young Count Ribbing, then known for a 
deranged perfon, yet certainly not fufpected of being an affa!- 
fin. It was on the North-bridge that he met him, an 1d the ki ing 
immediately fad, “° My dear count, if I did not know your 
heart and your principles, how much fhould I fear you !”—and 
then related to him the prediétion, jefling upon it eb fo much 


gaicty, that he put the young man quite at his eafe. 
Count Ribbing was not the actual affaflin of Guftavus, but he 
had conneétions which made him fufpetted by that prince, who 


muft furely have recollected the oracle. 


Account 
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Account of Mr. Boaz’s Telegraph, or improved Method of 
communicating Thoughts, Information, and Intelligence by 
means of Signs, Lights, Sc. 


R. BOAZ defcribes his inventionto confift in reprefenting, 
at pleafure, by means of lights or luminous bodies, and alfo 
by means of opaque bodies, any letter of the alphabet, or any nu- 
merical figure, or any appearance as a fign or fignal, fuch as 
plane geometrical figures of all kinds. The following he men- 
tions as one of the fimpleft methods of effe&ing his purpofes : 
—take 25 lamps, difpefed on a board or frame in the form of 
a fquare, at equal diftances from each other. To each lamp be- 
longs an opake cover or blind, with proper apparatus, to move 
backwards and forwards, fo as to exclude the light, and only fo 
many of the lamps be left vifible, as are neceffary to reprefent 
the letter of the alphabet, or other fign intended to be exhibited. 
Mr. Boaz is very particular in his {pecification, to-defcribe a 
vaft variety of mechanical methods by which the effeét of his 
contrivance may be produced. Although he has pitched upon 
25 lamps, as anfwering to the number of letters'in the alpha 
bet, yet he obferves that nine lamps, properly fitted up with 
blinds, fliders, pullies, incliners, &c. would produce nearly 
the fame effe&t; and a fimilar effe€&t might be obtained by a 
greater or {maller number of lamps than 25, fo that he wifhes 
it to be diftin€&tly underftood that it is not in the number of 
lamps made ufe of, nor in the particular configuration or con- 
ftru€tion of the machine, that the invention confifts, but in 
being able to reprefent by means of lamps or luminous bodies, 
as candles or phofphorus, or by means of opaque fubftances, the 
fignals defired. _ 

Obfervation.—It would be difficult to afcertain to whom the 
honour of inventing the telegraph is due: the marquis of 
Worcefler clearly refers to a method of conveying intelligence 
From place to place by fignals, both by night and day. But 
Dr. Robert Hooke, in a paper read before the Royal Society, 
on the 21ft of May, 1684, enters very particularly and at large 
into the methods of “ difcourfing at a diftance, not by found 
but by fight.” In conneétion with the patent before us, one 
paflage of this paper is fo ftriking, that we cannot forbear tran- 
{cribing it. ‘* And thofe mufl be either day charaéters or night 
charaéters; if they be made ufe of in the day time, they may be 
all made of deals, and of a bignefs convenient for the feveral 
diftances. Any one of the charaéters may fignify any one let- 
ter of the alphabet, and the whole alphabet may be varied 
10,000 ways; fo that none but the two extreme correfpondents 
fhall be able to difcover the information conveyed. If the 
charaflers are for the night, then they may be made with links 
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or otlier lights, difpofed in a certain order, which may be 
covered and uncovered, according to the method agreed on.” 

In 1794, M. Edelcrantz, counfeilor of chancery, at Stock- 
holm, defcribed a telegraph for day and night ; the fignals in the 
night time were made by lamps covered and uncovered as was 
found neceflary. 





A candid and liberal Indulgence juftly due to Fuventle Years 


TUCHE exceffes of the condu& of youth, and their offences 

againft morality, are too often confidered by the adult, the 
anxious parent, and the caffocked pedant, with an unpardonable 
feverity. There is nothing, indeed, more contrary to true juftice 
and enlightened morality, than the unfparing harfhnefs with 
which the old frequently cenfure the extravagancies of the 
young. Enamoured of black forebodings, they pour out their 
ill-omened prophefyings with unpitying cruelty. The fober, 
the dull, the obedient lads that have no will and no underftanding 
of their own, are the only themes of their eulogium. They 
know no touch of candour and liberal juftice. They make no 
allowance for the mutability of youth, and have no generous 
prefentiment of their future recolleétion and wifdom. They 
never forgive a fingle offence. They judge of charaéters from 
one accidental failing, and will not deign to turn their attention 
to thofe great and admirable qualities, by which this one failing, 
it may be, is amply redeemed. 

In the midft however ot the candid and liberal indulgence 
which is fo juftly due to juvenile years, we muft not forget the 
principles of impartial judgment. It will often be our duty to 
regret, while we forgive. It too frequently happens that the ex< 
ceifes of youth not only leave an unfavourable flain upon the 
reputation, but that they corrupt the difpofition, and debafe the 
chataéter. It is not every youthful folly that men thake off 
when they arrive at years of difcretion. The wild and incon- 
fiderate boy will often entai] fome of the worft features of his 
charaéter onthe man. Owing to this it is, that we frequently 
meet with that mixed charaéter in the adult over which humanity 
weeps. We have often oceafion to obferve the moft admirable 
talents, and even the moft excellent difpofitions, in men, whofe 
talents and virtues are neverthelefs rendered abortive by fome 
habitual indifcretion. Thefe men a well-formed mind cannot 
fail to love. Their very weaknefs caufes a peculiar kind of 
tendernefs to mix itfelf with our love. Butthey go out of the 
world, having excited its admiration, not added to the ftock of 
good; or their ufefulnefs, if ufeful they have been, falls infi- 
nitely fhort af that which their great qualities would have 
enabled them to produce. 
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Sometimes however the ill confequence that remains from the 
impreffion of youthful follies, is much worfe than this. The 
talents remain, butthe charaéter becomes debauched. The men 
excite our admiration, but we view their powers with lefs of hope 
than of terror. The ingenuvoufnefs, the fimplicity of a good 
heart, are extinguifhed. They become crafty and deceitful. 
Poffeffed with an unhallowed fpirit of ambition, the purity and 
fervour of benevolence in them are loft. They are launched 
perhaps upon the ocean of affairs; they mix with the giddy 
{cene of fafhion ; they are initiated in all the degrading arts, by 
which extravagance is fupported, and fudden fortune is ac. 
quired ; and they prey upon the unwary and the induftrious, 
unlefs opportunity and policy fhould callthemto prey upon the 
vitals of their country. 





On BLANK VERSE. 


N the conftru@tion of blank verfe, the utmoft attention is re- 
quired, and the niceft ear muft be exercifed, in forming and 
arranging the ftyle, in varying and adjufting the paufes. The 
mechanifin of rhyme, however polifhed, may be acquired by 
pra€tice, whereas the harmony demanded from the poet who 
rhymes not, is ufually the refult of a combination of very many 
lines, and not only more dificult as being more complicated, 
but muft neceffarily be accompanied with a beauty of diétion 
anda vigour of thought which, in the couplet, are but too often 
compenfated for, in the opinion of the generality of poetical 
amateurs, by the monotonous jingle which attends it. Few, 
therefore, have attained to excellence in this fpecies of compo- 
fition. For, of the various kinds of metre in which the poets of 
Great Britain have delighted to compofe, none is of fuch dif- 
ficult execution as blank verfe, none more requiring a praétifed 
ear, or a more extenfive knowledge ot language and of ftyle. 
Two great maiters in this mode of compofition we poffels, 
Shakefpeare and Milton, both pre-eminent in their refpeétive 
walks, but the former perhaps more generally harmonious. In 
Milton, a ftyle elaborate, and abounding in tranfpofition, mingled 
with foreign idiom, and {cientific terms, and frequently clogged 
with parenthefis, admits not of that facility and flow fo confpi- 
cuous in the dramatic bard, whole works prefent us with the 
moft mufical and felicitous fpecimens of blank verfe we can 
boaft of. Not that Milton is deficicit in harmony ; for his Pa- 
radife Loft difplays, more than any other poem perhaps, every 
varicty of paule and rhythm, but neither his fubjeé, nor his 
genius led to that fweetnefs and fimplicity of diétion fo wonder- 
fully captivating in the drama of his predeceffor. Energy, ma- 
jelly, a deeper and feverer ftrain of harmony. pervade the. pages 
of 
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of Milton; his the full-toner melody of the pealing organ, 
Shakefpeare’s the fofter breathings of the lute or harp; for 
though furrounded by magic and incantation, and all the horrors 
of fupernatural agency, Shakefpeare ftill preferves a ftyle free 
from intricacy, and melting with the fweeteft cadence. 

D. 





On the proper Exercise of Memory in early Life. 
{From Letters on Education, by Mifs Hamilton.]. 


VERY one, who at an advanced period of life has attempted 

to inftru& himfelf in any branch of fcience, muft be fen- 
fible how much the difficulty is increafed, by the lofs of the 
aptitude, which memory has in early life, for retaining mere 
perceptions. What is clearly conceived upon the fubjeét, the 
memory faithfully retains; but it is not without great and re- 
peated efforts that the neceffary terms come to be familiarly re: 
colle&ted. I have known feveral perfons, who have been by 
this dificulty deterred fromthe purfuit of botany, chymiftry, 
and other f{ciences, for the acquirement of which they felt the 
moft ardent inclination. Had the technical terms belonging to 
thofe fciences been committed to memory, at that period of life 
when words (that is to fay perceptions) are received with faci- 
lity, and recolle&ted with eafe, the fciences I have mentioned 
would have been attained without the fmalleft difficulty. 

The grammatical rules of every language come exaétly under 
the fame defcription. Perfons to whom thefe rules have been 
familiar from the period of infancy, eafily acquire the habit of 
arranging their words with propriety: while thofe who have 
not at an early period made this acquirement, though by the 
ftudy of philofophical grammar, they may attain a perfeét 
knowledge of. its principles, yet will they in praétice be fre. 
quently at a lofs, and often liable to error. I candidly confefs, 
that I fpeak this from my own experience; and am fenfible 
that a more perfeét acquaintance with the rules of grammar, 
acquired even by rote in early life, would have faved me 
many a painful hour in future ftudy. 

Here, then, have I prefented you with a wide field for the 
exercife of the memory of perceptions, But deceive not 
yourfelf; deceive not your child into an opinion that it has ob- 
tained any Anowledge {rom thefe exercifes. Let them be looked 
upon as they really are—mere materials, which are to be made 
ufe of at the proper period. OF real ufe they will certainly 
be found; they will be as well-tempered mortar in the con- 
ftruction of the folid edifice. But you muft not fo far miftake 
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as to confider this mortar as the building; if you do, the intel. 
leétual fabric will never be reared. 

It is, I believe, a very generally received notion, that a tafte 
for poetry is infpired by the recitation of verfes. Let us exa- 
mine in what this tafte confifts. 

Poetry addreffes itfelf particularly to the imagination and to 
the feelings-“‘ In poetry,” fays Dr. Stewart, “‘ the effe& is 
inconfiderable, unlefs upon a mind which poffeffes fome degree 
of the author’s genius; a mind amply furnithed, by its previous 
habits, with the means of interpreting the language which he 
employs; and able, by its own imagination, to co-operate with 
the effets of the art.” And is it by a fenfelefs repetition of 
the poet’s words, that all thefe indifpenfible requifites are to be 
acquired? I grant, that by the repetition of {mooth verfes, the 
ear may become fenfible of harmonious meafure; and this, I 
believe, often enough paffes for poetical tafle. But where the 
mind is incapable of keeping pace with the rapid affociations 
of the poet; where the fineft allufions are loft for want of cor- 
ceptions to apprehend their meaning; where the fineft imagery 
prefents no obje& to the mind; the emotions that are excited 
bave furely no affinity to the fublime or beautiful. Even in 
defcriptive poetry, unlefs the obje&ls have been familiar to the 
perceptions, it is impoffible that the moft juft and beautiful de- 
{cription can convey any ideas to the mind. 

Let us fuppofe alittle girl, whofe acquaintance with natural 
objeéts extends to the grafs-plat which ornaments the centre of 
fome neighbouring fquare. In order to cultivate a tafte for de- 
{criptive poetry, fhe is enjoined the tafk of getting by heart 
Gray’s celebrated elegy, which abounds in imagery at once na- 
tural and affeéting. Let us follow her in the conceptions fhe 
forms from it. Two lines will be a fufficient example: 


** The curfew tolls the knell] of parting day, 
** The lowing herd wind flowly o’er the lea.” 


The curfew, it is more than probable, fhe has never heard of. 
Perhaps in fome of the “ Beauties of Hiftory,” which fhe has 
read as leffons, the curfew may have been mentioned; but z¢ is 
poffible that it may never have been explained; of the tolling 
of a bell fhe has perhaps heard, but of the meaning of Ane/l 
fhe is completely ignorant. With the term parting day, fhe, 
it is likely, aflociates the idea of the black Monday on which 
fhe parted with her friends to return to fchool; an affociation 
fufficiently melancholy to accord with the tone of the poem, 
but not very ‘hkely to facilitate her knowledge of its defign. 
What does fhe make, what can fhe make, of the fucceeding 
linc ? A 4erd the has probably heard of, as one who takes care 
of theep, goats, or other animals; but why the herd fhould /ow, 
is 
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is certainly beyond her comprehenfion. How, of in what 
manner, he winds, is equally fo. She is told, indeed, that be 
winds flowly, and fhe knows that one may wind a clock or a 
watch either flowly or quickly ; and with that idea fhe probably 
affociates it, pafling the fucceeding words of o’er the lea as mere 
expletives, placed there by the poet to lengthen out the line; 
for which purpofe ‘weedle dze would, to her conception, have 
done every whit as well. 

I could thus go through the whole poem, and think I fhould 
leave no doubt upon your mind at the conclufion, that the child 
had received as many ideas from this exercife of memory, as 
fhe would have done from the repetition of any old rhyme. 

Where the perceptive powers have been fufficiently exer- 
cifed upon natural objeéts, fo as to render the greater part of a 
poetical defcription intelligible, great advantage may indeed 
arife fiom the perufal; becaufe, in that cafe, the pleafure which 
the mind receives from feeing the images with which it bas been 
familiar, fet in a new, and more elegant, and elevated puint of 
view, will ferve to enliven the powers of curiofity and obferva. 
tion, and prove a ftimulus to the acquirement of new ideas. 

A familiar and intimate acquaintance with the objeéts of na- 
ture wil! not, it is true, be always fufficient to infpire poetical 
tafte; but without an intimate acquaintance with natural objeés, 
the conceptions of the poet can never be underftood ; for it ts 
from the material world that all the fineft imagery of the poet 
is derived. From the fame fource we have all our ideas of the 
fublime and beautiful. The defcriptions of the poet, by calling 
our attention to thefe obje&s, increafes the emotions which they 
have a natural tendency to excite; and thus a tafte for poetry 
enhances the pleafure we derive from contemplating the beauties 
of nature, while an accurate knowledge of natural obje&s gives 
to poetry a peculiar zef. 

It is, then, from a cultivation of the perceptive faculties, tha 
we only can attain thofe powers of conception which are effen- 
tial to tafte; and withont this cultivation, all the beauties of all 
the poets who have ever written, committed to memory, would 
do no more toward infpiring poetical tafte, than the {mel of a 
rofe would do toward giving an idea of its colour to one who 
had been born blind. 

From the tenor of thefe obfervations on the cultivation of 
the perceptive and conceptive faculties, the advantages of a 
country education in the early part of life will eppear fufh- 
ciently evident. Thofe who have it not in their power to give 
this advantage to their children; thofe whofe fituation precludes 
their pupils from the benefit of an extenfive and familiar ac- 
quaintance with natural objets, ought to be particularly foli- 
citous to make them amends for this misfortune, by feizing every 
opportunity of dieing their attention to the natural objetts 
within 
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within their reach. If the vegetable world is fhut to their pe- 
rufal, the book of animated nature is open before them. If 
** the various landfcape burfts no¢ on the fight,” the fun, moon, 
and flars, may ftill be feen. Nor ought an attentive examination 
of the works of art to be neglef&ted. In fome of thefe, fome 
principles of fcience are involved. From the moft fimple 
piece of mechanifm ideas may be derived; and no fource that 
can furnifh the mind with ideas which are juft and accurate, 
ought we to overlook. 





Letters written during an Excurfion through France to Geneva. 


(Continued from Page 496.) 


A Maifon des Invalids has been defcribed a hundred times : 
this hofpital for wounded and fuperannuated foldiers is 
doubtlefs a very grateful afylum for thofe who have bled in the 
fervice of their country: the library was prefented by Bona- 
parte; we entered fome of the kitchens, and apartments where 
the linen is depofited ; thefe offices were neat and commodious. 
What a proud feeling muft come acrofs the veterans who have 
honourably earned the proteétion of thefe walls, when a flranger 
is condufted into the temple of Mars! in this lofty and magni- 
ficent faloon are fufpended the enfigns of vi€tory, which in vae 
rious ages France has won, by the valour of her foldiers, from 
almoft every nation. It is unneceffary to fay, that the conquefts 
of the republic over her confederated foes have added much to 
this difplay of fplendour and of triumph: eighteen hundred 
ftandards are here hung up, which have been taken in the prefent 
war! Our friend R expreffed an honourable pride, that, 
amidft the uncounted trophies which adorn this hall of viétory, 
two Britifh flags alone contribute to enrich its oftentatious garni- 
ture. He and I mounted to the ball of the building: for my 
own part, I was heartily tired before I reached the fummit of 
my elevation, and was fo giddy as to be under the neceflity of 
refting two or three times on the fteps, and of fupporting my felf 
on the arm of our guide, who was very attentive that I fhould 
make no falfe flep. We were certainly repaid for our labour, 
as it was the firft, and indeed the only view we took of Paris 
from fuch a fituation. The floor under the dome is extremely 
beautiful: it is formed of teffeliated marble, and is exquifitely 
finifhed. 

Le Louvre.—" At Jaft! after running over the city for hofpi- 
tals, and churches, and fchools, you have at length found your way 
to the Louvre!” Lefs halty, my good friend !—a man has lefs 
difficulty in finding his way hither than he has in getting home, 
Ihave been deliberating and deliberating again, whether to ate 
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tempt any defcription of the celebrated paintings which fur. 
round me: but that very celebrity, even if no otherreafon had fuge 
gelted itfelf, would have futficed to deter me. I am utterly un. 
acquainted with the principles of the art of painting, but fhould 
not, on.that account—' Like moft ignorant people,” I hear 
you fay, in one of your farcaftic humours,—have taxed my felf 
with any unwarrantable arrogance or prefumption if I had dared 
to give you an opinion of te merits of fome of thefe pi&ures. 
It is moft true, that a well-praétifed and a well-cultivated eye 
will dete€&t many minor faults, and difcover.many latent beauties, 
which efcape vulgar obfervation: there may be fomething in. 
corre& in the drawing, fomething falfe in the colouring, which 
an artift will, and perhaps no one but an artift, is likely to dif. 
cern; ftill, however, I muft be allowed to imagine, that any one 
of common tafle, common feeling, and common accuracy, in 
noticing the features, attitudes, and expreflion, of his fellow. 
creatures, under peculiar circumilances, and in ftriking fitua- 
tions, may give his opinion of a painting without danger of 
rendering himfelf ridiculous. ‘ 

You would allow a man, endued with the ordinary intelle&s 
and fenfibilities of nature, toenjoy the beauties of oneof Shake. 
{peare’s plays :—you would probably think him very competent 
to point out many of its excellencies and many of its defe&s, 
although he never heard the name of Arntotle in his life. Thofe 
very delicate touches of nature in which Shakefpeare fo pre- 
eminently excels, might be more readily remarked, and more 
acutely felt, by fome kindred poet; his lefs obvious anachro. 
niims, and lefs glaring violations of the dramatic unities, would 
doubtlefs be dete&ted with greater facility by a well-praétifed 
critic: but ftill I contend, that, where human nature is the ob« 
jeét of reprefentation, the bench of juftice is not monopolized 
by artifts. That oft-quoted line of Terence is quite as appli- 
cable here as in thofe cafes where it has fo frequently been ufed, 
in reference to the intereft which every one ought to take in the 
concerns of humanity :-—*' Homo fum; et nibil humani a me 
alienum puto.” 

How far this reafoning is applicable tothe third fifter-art, mu- 
fic, I will not pretend to determine: but, applicable or not, mufi- 
cians, painters, and poets, all appeal to the public with confi- 
dence, and the fentence which their performances receive is 
allowed to be generally a juit one. 

For a man to form any tolerable eftimate of a piéture, it is 
obvioufly of indifpenfable neceffiiy that he fhould be thoroughly 
acquainted with all the circumitances of the flory which the 
artilt delineates, and with the charetters of the principal pere 
fonages introduced: the precife inftant of aétion which is exhi- 
bited, will of courfe not efcape him. There is fo powerful a 
fympathy, or perhaps one might fay there is fuch a phvfical 

conneéiion 


















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





516 


conne&tion between the mufcles of the body and the emotions 
of the mind in thofe ftriking fituations in which the chief 
figure of a painting is ufually pourtrayed, that moft people, 
furely, are capable of judging whether the artift has given in 
the one a juft and accurate reprefentation of the other. 

But to obtain all this previous knowledge, fo neceffary to the 
critical examination of a pifture, much attentive ftudy is requi- 
fite, and of courfe much time: although we are fortunately 
very near to the Louvre, you know how little time we can de- 
‘vote to it—now and then a hafty hour, which is abfolutely fled 
before one can walk round the room !—And after all, the mott 
celebrated pi&tures in this gallery have been repeatedly de. 
fcribed by perfons of well-cultivated tafte, who have had every 
epportunity of fudying them at their leifure. 

You fee Iam labouring hard to excufe my felf for the difap- 
pointment you may experience at being thus cheated ; however, 
if poflible, I will make my peace with you, by putting in my 
pocket for your perufal the “ Notice des Tableaux des Ecoles 
Francaife, Flamande, et Italienne, expofes dans la grande Ga- 
lerie.”” 

This notice, I affure you, is not a mere catalogue; it is by no 
means fuch a-barren index as is given you in Somerfet-houfe ; 
but contains a neat and concife explanation of thofe hiftorical 
pieces particularly, which without fuch explanation on the [pot 
moult be uninterefting to nine-tenths of the fpeators. 

(To be continued. ) 





CORRUPTING INFLUENCE of RICHES. 


HE power of riches to corrupt the human heart hath often 

been obferved, and often experienced. Inftead of uniting 
us more firmly to the Author of ali Good in the bonds of love 
and gratitude, as undoubtedly they ought to do, how frequently 
is it.feen that they alienate the foul from God, and render us 
unmindful of his providence, unthankful for his mercies! In. 
flead of increafing our benevolence, in proportion as they en- 
large our opportunities of doing good, as might reafonably be 
expefted, how often do they {well the heart with pride, that un- 
focial and unfriendiy paffion, and minifter fuel to the flames of 
contention! Thefe however are not the neceflary confequences 
of wealth. In the heart which hath been carefully cultivated 
aud improved by the hand of wifdom, it produceth far diffe- 
rent effects; it produceth the fruits of piety towards God, and 
of good wil towards men. 
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ery” An ANECDOTE. & nets 


HE following anecdote of Mr. Fletcher, of Saltoun, is re- 
lated by Lord Hailes: A footman of his defired to be dif- 
miffed. ‘*-Why do you leave me?” faid he:—" Becaufe,'to 
fay truth, I cannot bear your temper.” * To be fure, lam paf. 
ffonaté, but my paffion is no fooner on than it is off." “* Yes,” 
replied the fuotman, “ but then it is no fooner off than it is on.” 





FAMILY of BONAPARTE. 


[N the Frankfort Genealogie Manual (Genealogifches Hand. 
buche}, alift of the family of Bonaparte has juft been in. 
ferted for the firft time.’ ft appears to ‘contain fome particulars 
hitherto not generally known. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, burn Augeft 16, 1767; wife Jofephe, 
widow of General Beauharnois; her firft name Lapagerie; born 
in Martinique, 1762; married December; 1796, 

Step-children.—Eugene Beauhernois; Cecile Beauharnois, 
married January 4, 1802, to Louis Bonaparte, brother of her 
ftep-father. 

_Brothers and fifters.—Jofeph Bonaparte; Lucien Bonaparte, 
a widower, without children; Louis Bonaparte, married to Ces 
cile Beaurharnois; Maria Bonaparte, married in 1797, in Italy, 
to General Leclerc; Caroline, married in 1800, to General Mus 
rat; Jerome, guide marine; Adela, married in 1800, to General 
Biaccicche. 

Parents.—Charles Bonaparte, born at Ajaccio, in 1739, fir a 
lawyer, afterwards in the army; his widow, Letitia Raniolini, 
was celebrated for her beauty. 

* Uncle by the father’s fide-—Napoleon, late canon at St. Mis 
niato al Tedefcho, in Tufcany. si 





Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Aujtell, to T.Warring’s Quef, 
tion, inferted March, 


IF we oa the cone’s altitude x,and the femi-diameter of its 
7°54; 
p, and the given folidity of the cones, we thal! have 





bafe y, 


. 6 
py*x==s, and 4 px*-++s—-5px’, tor the diffance of the centre of 
ofcillation (‘ce Simpfon’s Fluxions), which being a minimum, its 
fluxion made equal to 0, and properly reduced, x comes out 
==22 inches, nearly, for (he eone’s alutude, which being fubfti« 
tured in the firft foregoing equation, and the expreffiou reduced, 
the diameter of the bafe may be found. 


Vol. 39. 41 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Strong, of Exeter, to S. Murch's Rebus, inferted May 10, 


RIEND MURCH, your rebus, on my word, 
Is MACAW, a fam’d foreign bird. 


‘We have received the like anfwer from H. Humphreys, of Exeter; 
J. Lewis, and T. Adey, of Poole; and R. Maffett, of Saltath. 





“Te 


Anfuer, by Juvenis, of Dorchefer, to W. Mann’s Charade, inferted May 10, 


: i ~ fturdy oak doth from an ACORN rife: 
Its matchlefs worth, O Britons! ne’er defpife. 


wy We have received the like anfwer from H. Humphreys, W. Strong, 
E. Penney, and J Squance, of Exeter; Sally, of Plymouth Dock; W. Bick- 
ham, junior, and §, Pothine, of Afhburton; T. Richards, junior, of Helflon; 
T. Adcy, and J. Lewis, of Poole; G England; G. H. near Bridport; John 
Whitle, of Upway; and R. Maffett, of Saltath. 





Anfwer, by T. Adey, of Poole, to Reclufe’s Rebus, inferted May 17. 


W HEN Mars his bloody flag unfurls, 
The CANNON sound deftru@ion hurls. 


+*+ We have received the like anfwer from J. Lewis, of Poole; R. Maffett, 
of Saltafh; E. Penney, and H. Humphreys, of Exeter; William Mann, and 
S. Perkins, of Afhburton; and Juvenis, of Dorchefter. 





A REBUS, by Angelina, of Linkinhorne. 


yo were queen moft firft be told; ; 
And then a goddefs fam’d of old; 
A town in Dorfet next produce; 
And then a pronoun introduce ; 
My laft a Britifh hero’s name, 
Who has acquj:’d_ immortal fame: 
The initials join’d will bring to view 
A poet’s name who writes for you. 





An ENIGMA, by George England. 


FROM death’s dark regions, lo! ye wits, I’m come, 
In ipedire form, to tell my late-fix’d doom, 

Start not, nor let the thought excite your fear, 

But hear, and hearing, drop a pitying tear, 


As op’d in fome paft hour the rofeate day, 
Wak’d by the pow’r of Sol’s enliv’ning ray, 
I to exiftence rofe, when thro’ the earth 
A thoufand omens mark my godlike birth; 
A thouland beauties cach my charms difplay’d, 
W hile {nbje@ graces dane’d around my head. 
Thus bleft I grew ; bur like a tender flower, 
That blooms and withers in the fame fhort hour, 
Blafted at fight of Sol’s declining rays, 
And mantling night’s approach—’midft glory’s blaze 
I fell, was loft, nor {hall again appear 
** While circling time roils round ta ao eternal {phere !”” 
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* @ Shakefpeare’s Merchant of Venice. 
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@,--° ftrains ! that bid the heart’s delight 
Flafh from the eye, and thrill thro’ every vein; 
Whole pow’rful majefty each fenfe unite 

In rapt’rous witnefs of the praife you claim. 


Sure infpiration made its heav’nly fire 
Blaze from the hallow’d glories of the fkies, 
Where happy beings, one immortal choir! 
Their empyrean ring with holy cries. 


GREAT LAWS OF HARMONY! all nature owns, 
Thro’ all her wide extent, the beauteous {way ; 

The boundlefs fields of fpace, where God enthrones 
His mighty fun, the ruler of the day. 


His finking fplendour in the ruddy weft, 

And the calm twilight which his courfe fucceeds, 
To the pale moon conveys its fill bebeft, 

And cautious darknefs o’er the welkin treads. 


And ancient night leads forth her ftarry train, 
A glitt’ring firmament in bright difplay ; 
noumber’d worlds declare her peaceful reign, 
And mortal vifion views their devious way. 


** There’s not the fnalleft orb which man beholds, 
‘** But in his motion like an angel fings;’* 

Round the wide floor of heav’n each planet rolls, 
‘* Still choiring to the young-ey’d cherubims.”* 


** And all, ‘* forever finging as they thine,”t 
With purcft melody delight the fkies ; 

Attendant feraphs meet the fmile divine, | 
And tears of rapture with their fhouts arife. 


‘* But whilft this earthly vefture of decay, 

** Doth grofsly clofe us in,” we cannot joy 
In what impreffive fancy does pourtray, 

To be celeftial fpirits’ high employ. 


** Such harmony is in immortal fouls,’*¥ 
E’en fuch pervades the univerfal frame; 
Where flands confefs'd each beauty that enfolds 
The prime direfion of th’ Almighty Name. 


The wonderful! whofe heav'’ns declare their God, 
Whofe mercies thio’ the vaft creation live, 
Whole perfe myriads fil! their bleft abode 
With hymns of tranf{port thefe can only give. 


Where contemplation of eternal pow’r, 
Exalts the rev’rence anzels love to pay 3 
Where fanfiion-heams the glories which embow’r 
The blifsfal regions of immortal day. 
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When perfecation rais’d her baleful fire, 

And ail the terrors of her reign unfurl’d; 
When caufelefs mandates bore the curs’d defire, 

That blaz’d deftruétion o’er the Chriftian world, 
The banith’d vitim of remorfelefs rage* 

Bow'd to that Heav’n which folitude could foothe; 
Whofe Revelation fill’d his glowing page, 

And flamp’d the vengeance of prophetic truth. 
As lafting records, which unfhook fhould ftand, 

Thro’ pafling ages, and their wonders give, 
As awful leffoms ot each favour’d land, 

Where fair religion bade their my fi’ries live, 
Does reafon turn the facred di@ates o’er, 

And ail thofe treafures view with carelefs eye? 
Ono! the thankful foul will freely pour 

Its tribute there, and on that faith rely, 


While veneration clafps the hallow’d themes,f 
Declar’d of angels, whofe immortal ly res, 

Roll thro’ the courts of Heav’n divineft ftrains 
And fpeak the mercy which their praife infpires, 


Terreftrial rev’rence bends the grateful knee, 
And breathes in extacy the fervent prayer, 
Believes, and loves—nor fears again to be 
When worlds expire, but HOPES a refage there. 
O pureft volume! which thofe gifts enfhrine, 
- Unfeal’d criterions of regard fupreme 
For man, for worthlefs man, how truly thine 
The countlefs bleflings of a God’s eficem. 


That admiration which thy pow’r commands, ‘ 

Gain’d froma HANDEL all that earth could give; 
Re-echoed anthems, which feraphic bands 

Might hear, and bid eternally to live. 
Say not, the mufic of a lower {phere, 

Hear thofe repeated Hallelujahs rife; 
They mount enraptur’d in the praife they bear, 

And feek the glories of their native fies. w 

. B. 


Plymouth, May 19, 1802. 


* St. John, who wrote his Revelations in the Ifle of Patmos, where be was banifhed 







by order of Domition, 


Rev. chap. v. verfes 18, 13.—chap. 19, verfe 6. 
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[ Goadby, Lerpinicre, and Langdon, Shetbome.} 
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